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Text: 
Psalm 78:1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2: I 
will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3: Which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told us. 4: We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the 
generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he 
hath done. 5: For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 6: That the 
generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 7: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the 
works of God, but keep his commandments: 8: And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not 
stedfast with God. 

Introduction 
Today is that wonderful Sunday we call Grandparents Sunday, a day when we celebrate to 
honor grandparents. It is an occasion to let our grandparents know how much they 
are loved and appreciated. It is also an opportunity to be reminded of the important role they 
play in the lives of their adult children and their grandchildren.

The British historian Gordon Rupp, was asked how the church in Russia survived the years of 
persecution and communist propaganda. His answer was, “It's largely due to grandparents.” 

“The communists made the big mistake of thinking that because the church was only full of old 
people it had no future. They failed to realize that grandparents have a impact on their 
grandchildren. The elderly Russian grandparents passed their faith on to their grandchildren, 
and that is why there is a new revival of Christianity in Russia.” – Pastor Glenn Pease

Grandparents, regardless of how old you are, you play a very important role in the life of your 
adult children and their children. When your adult children get married and moved out of the 
house, understand that your relationship and responsibility does not stop. It is true that it’s a 
different relationship and responsibility but they are still very crucial. 

Psalm 78:5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 
Here in this verse the Psalmist talks about four generations - forefathers, their children, the 
children yet to be born, and their children. Who are these children yet unborn? They are our 



grandchildren! Grandparents’ spiritual assignment is not over even when their children are 
grown. They are still to influence their grandchildren. God holds us responsible in some ways 
for our grandchildren. The goal is not for the parents or grandparents gain control but to 
maintain some relational influence on their adult children or their children.

This Grandparents Day, though this message is in many ways directed to all grandparents, I want 
us together to think about our responsibility to the next generation.  I believe God has a word 
for all of us here this morning, whether we are grandparents or not.

Notice how the Psalmist begins this Psalm … 
Psalm 78:1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2: 
I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3: Which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told us. 
This Psalm begins with an invitation to “give ear” and to “incline the ear” that is to pay close 
and earnest attention. What is the Psalmist inviting us to listen and pay close attention to? He is 
inviting God’s people to pay close and earnest attention to the words of his mouth. The Psalmist 
is speaking, but he is speaking for the Lord. Ultimately, this is God’s instruction and God’s 
word to His people.

Then he proceeds with these words … 
Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
You have probably heard people say: “My wife and I have agreed that we don’t want to force our 
religion on the children. We want them to be free to make up their own minds about matters as 
important as that.” 

This may sound wise or loving, but it is the opposite of being wise and loving and also it is not 
Biblical! For we read here in our text that we are not to hide the truth of God from our children. 
When we fail to tell our children the truth of God, we are in essence concealing God’s 
truth from them and from the generations to come. Failing to communicate God’s truth to our 
children, is to be guilty of hiding from them the most important information in the world. We are 
like someone who knows where there is water, but refuses to reveal it to someone who is dying 
of thirst. 

What are we not to hide from our children and the generation to come? They are the Worth of 
God; the Works of God; and the Word of God.

I - The Worth of God 
Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, and his strength …
The first thing we should not hide from the generation to come is the worth or worthiness of 
God. Our first responsibility to the next generation, our children and our grandchildren is to tell 



them the praises of the Lord, that God is praiseworthy. This is where we must begin - show and 
tell that we have a God that is worthy of praise and worthy of worship.

Exodus 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
Who among the gods is like our LORD? Who is like Him -- glorious in holiness, awesome in 
glory, performing great wonders? 

“All Christian parenting and Christian education begins with God. There is One ultimate, 
unchanging Reality, namely, God. All else in parenting and education comes from Him. All else 
is for Him. He is the first and the last and the center of parenting and education. He is the main 
thing in how you rear children and teach children and discipline children. It all begins with 
God and it all is built on God and it all is to be shaped by God. If there is one memory that our 
children should have of our families and our church it is this; they should remember God. God 
was first. God was central. There was a passion for the supremacy of God in all things.” – John 
Piper

He is above all other powers—nothing is too difficult for Him. We are to teach them “His 
wonders” for He is a God of miracles! It’s our responsibility to teach our children, our 
grandchildren, and our spiritual children God’s greatness .
Deuteronomy 32:1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my 
mouth. 2: My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 3:  Because I will publish the name of 
the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4: He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his 
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

Many children who grew up in church are bored with God. They are bored with God because 
they don’t see God as great and glorious. And we as parents and grandparents have the 
responsibility to show and tell how great and glorious our God is!  
Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.

II - The Works of God 
Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.

The second thing we should not hide from the generation to come is the wonderful works of 
God. How easy it is to forget what God has done for us! 
Psalm 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2: Bless 
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
Here is an exhortation not to forget the good things God has done for us. We are so prone to 
"forget," that we need this exhortation not to forget. One way to cure our forgetfulness is to be 



committed to teach the next generation the wonderful works of God has done on our behalf. 
Because, by teaching and reminding the next generation of God’s works, we too are reminded. 

How we need to teach the next generation the wonderful works of God namely, the work 
of creation, the work of providence and the work of redemption.
Proverbs 3:19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he 
established the heavens. 20: By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop 
down the dew. 21: My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and 
discretion: 22: So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 23: Then shalt thou walk 
in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 24: When thou liest down, thou shalt not be 
afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.  

Psalm 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2: Bless 
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases; 4: Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with 
lovingkindness and tender mercies; 5: Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy 
youth is renewed like the eagle's.

Psalm 145:1 I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 2: 
Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 3: Great is the LORD, 
and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. 4: One generation shall praise thy 
works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. 5:  I will speak of the glorious honour of 
thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. 6: And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible 
acts: and I will declare thy greatness.

We must never miss the fact that the history of creation, providence and redemption provide us 
with a revelation of God. They reveal God’s wisdom, grace, mercy, love, patience, power, 
holiness, justice, faithfulness, omnipotence, etc. It is good to contemplate God’s works of 
creation and providence, which serve to set forth the glory of Christ, and lead into adoring and 
admiring views of Him, and to thankfulness to Him.

III - The Word of God 
Psalm 78:5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which 
he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 
The third thing we should not hide from the generation to come is the precious word of God. The 
words “testimony”, “law”, and “command”, all refers to the word of God.
Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple. 8: The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9: The fear of the LORD is 
clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.



Fathers, mothers, grandparents, and church we are obligated to teach the next generation God’s 
word. We have been given a great privilege and a heavy responsibility to pass on to the next 
generation God’s truth. Our mission is clear: Train others to train others.
Deuteronomy 6:1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the 
LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 
possess it: 2: That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy 
life; and that thy days may be prolonged. 3: Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it 
may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath 
promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey. 4: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God is one LORD: 5: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might. 6: And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart: 7: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. 8: And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. 9: And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on 
thy gates. 
We must teach the next generation the word of God and it must be done diligently and 
consistently and passionately. 

Why should we teach the generation to come the worth of God, the works of God and the word 
of God? Why are all of these needed? The next verses point us to the great need and aim in 
hearing God’s revelation. It is never to be just an exercise in religious activity, or academics. It 
has a very special goal.

1. That They May Learn to Trust God 
Psalm 78:6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be 
born; who should arise and declare them to their children: 7: That they might set their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
We are to teach the next generation in order that they might set their hope in God; that they may 
trust in God. We must teach the next generation so that they will have personal confidence in 
the living God even in the midst of skeptical world and in the midst of storms of life. 

But note the connection between confidence and remembering the works of God. Confidence 
in the Lord comes in knowing, remembering, and believing God’s wonderful work in creation, 
providence and redemption. Confidence in the Lord comes in knowing, remembering, and 
believing that He is still at work in the lives of His children.

“If you don’t know His works, you have little to hope for and nothing to hope in.” - Robinson

2. That They May Learn to Obey God 



Psalm 78:7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments: 8: And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a 
generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.

Finally, we are to teach the next generation so they will keep His commandments. The purpose 
of knowing the Word is obedience. We need to teach our children to keep God’s 
commandments. They need to learn to be doers of the Word and not hearers only who delude 
themselves.
James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

But this, as the previous verse shows, is a matter of trust or confidence in the Lord. It is a product 
of understanding and knowing God. 

Trust and Obey 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 
What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey. 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 
But His smile quickly drives it away; 

Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 
Can abide while we trust and obey. 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 
But our toil He doth richly repay; 

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, 
But is blessed if we trust and obey. 

But we never can prove the delights of His love 
Until all on the altar we lay; 

For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows, 
Are for them who will trust and obey. 

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet. 
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way. 

What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; 
Never fear, only trust and obey. 

Refrain 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 



Closing Thoughts 
Parents, grandparents and church, you and I have an obligation to teach the coming generation 
the worth of God, the works of God and the word of God. As we teach them these things they 
would learn to trust and obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and 
obey! Strive to be an example that encourages the next generation to trust and obey the Lord.

Psalm 71:17 O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy 
wondrous works. 18: Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I 
have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come.
May this be our prayer and passion. A passion to make the greatness of God known to the 
generations we are leaving behind. O that God would give us a passion in our final years to 
spend ourselves to make God look as great as He really is—to finish life to the glory of Christ.

May we all hear these words of our Lord Jesus Christ … 
Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord. 

God bless you all and Happy Grandparents Day! 

AMEN!


