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Introduction 
Have you ever wondered why the third person of the Trinity is called Holy Spirit not “Happy 
Spirit” nor “Jolly Spirit”? He is never called in the Scripture the “Happy Spirit” or “Jolly Spirit” 
but rather either Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost.  

Our Lord describes Him as the Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghost. 
Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32: And 
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.

Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

I can think of at least two reasons why the third person of the Trinity is known as the Holy 
Spirit.  
1. Because of Who is He 
First, because of His nature. Holiness is a basic characteristic of the Spirit.  
Ephesians1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.



He is called Holy Spirit in distinction from the devil and his demons which are evil spirits. There 
are many evil spirits. Evil spirits are not from God. These demonic spirits seeks to destroy and 
hinder the work of God. These evil spirits resist and rebel against God. Evil spirits are unholy, 
but the Holy Spirit is holy altogether. By the way, since there are evil spirits, John warns us, 
1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

The third person of the Trinity is called the Holy Spirit because of His basic character which is 
holiness.

2. Because of What He Does 
Secondly, the third person of the Trinity is called the Holy Spirit because of the important task 
the Spirit performs in our salvation. After the Holy Spirit regenerates and indwells a person, what 
does the Holy Spirit seek to accomplish in that person’s life? Many times people, especially 
young people, ask, “What is God’s will for my life? What is God’s ultimate purpose for me? Is it 
to be wealthy? Is is to be healthy? Is it to be happy? Is  it to have a successful career? Is it to live 
a trouble-free life? What is it?” 

Many of these questions are important but the Bible is very clear about God’s ultimate will for 
our lives.  
1 Thessalonians 4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would 
abound more and more. 2: For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 3: 
For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

This is the will of God for each and every one of us – it is sanctification. And that is what the 
Holy Spirit was sent to work and to accomplish in every believer. 

What is Sanctification? 
Sanctification is one of the greatest things that has and is happening to every believer in Jesus 
Christ. Sanctification comes from the word “sanctify”. The basic meaning of “sanctify” is to 
“separate’ or “set apart” to God, for His use. Sanctification can also be described as an inward 
spiritual process whereby God brings about holiness and change in the life of a Christian. 

Sanctification follows justification. In justification, our sins are completely forgiven in 
Christ. Sanctification is the process by which we are change into the image of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. 18: But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
To be changed into the image of Jesus Christ doesn’t mean that we will become omnipotent, 
omniscient, or omnipresent. It doesn't mean that we will become God; it only means that we 
will become godly. We are changed into the image of His holiness, love, truthfulness, mercy, 



justice, and compassion. We are change to reflect Christ’s character in our lives. As the moon 
reflects the light of the sun, so we reflect character of our Lord.

This is what the third person of the Trinity is doing and this is why He is called holy; not only 
because He is holy but also because the work that He does is holy!

This morning consider with me the work of the Holy Spirit in making men and women, boys and 
girls whom He regenerates, holy. Three things to consider in regard to the sanctifying ministry of 
the Holy Spirit – it is Extensive Work, it is Comprehensive Work, and it is Progressive Work.

I - Extensive Work 
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
This ministry of the Holy Spirit making men holy; conforming them to the image of God’s Son is 
an extensive work. It is all-embracing and all-inclusive work. In other words, it affects all 
Christians without exception. Sanctification has its effect in all the people of God without 
exception. Holiness is absolute necessity for a Christian.

It is clearly commanded in the word of God.
Leviticus 20:7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.

1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16: Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
This is an imperative – be ye holy. A Christian without holiness is a contradiction in terms. 
Holiness is the eternal and ultimate purpose of God for His people.
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4: According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love:

This is the purpose of Jesus Christ’s incarnation.  
Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.
The Son of God came and dwelt among us to save sinners from their sin. Notice it does not 
say “he shall save his people in their sin” but rather it says “he shall save his people from their 
sin.” He came to save us not just from the penalty of sin but also from the pollution and power of 
sin.

This is why Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross, 
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12: Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; 13: Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 



God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14: Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
This is the very purpose that the Lord Jesus Christ died. He died to make men holy.  

Every Christian desires to be more holy. Every Christian has within his heart a yearning to be 
more like Christ in righteousness and holiness. To be without holiness is to be without Christ. 
Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord:

Holiness is God’s ultimate will for us. The Father has commanded it. The Son has purchased 
it. The Holy Spirit is applying it. This ministry of the Holy Spirit transforming Christians to the 
image of God’s Son is an extensive work. It is affects all Christians without exception.

II - Comprehensive Work 
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
This ministry of the Holy Spirit making men holy; conforming them to the image of God’s Son is 
not only an extensive work; it is also a comprehensive work. It is a deep inward work of grace.  

As the verse says, we are being changed into the same image from glory to glory. The word 
“changed” here is “metamorphoo”. “Meta” means change of place or condition; “morphoo” 
means to form. It has the basic meaning of changing into another form and is the term which we 
get metamorphosis, which in biology denotes the amazing change of a lowly caterpillar into a 
beautiful butterfly. 

So the change in view here is not a superficial change. It is a radical change. It is a real change. It 
is not just external change but an internal change. It is a changed from the inside out. The Holy 
Spirit is doing a deep inward work of grace. He is going beneath the surface, deep on the inside 
of us.  

It touches the heart, the spirit, the motive and intent of the heart. It affects not only what 
we do and say but also what we think and desire. It is really a comprehensive work where it 
affects the whole man.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24: Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

“Sanctify you wholly” does not mean sinless perfection where you no longer sin. No, sinless 
perfection in this life is not taught in the Scripture. “Sanctify you wholly”, means that every part 
of your being - spirit, soul and body. Sanctify your mind, will, affection, and desire are being 
changed and transformed.



This is what it means for the work of the Holy Sprit’s of sanctifying the believer to be 
comprehensive - it deals with every part of every believer in Jesus Christ.

III – Progressive Work 
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
This ministry of the Holy Spirit making men holy; conforming them to the image of God’s Son is 
not only an extensive work and comprehensive work; it is also a progressive work. It is a 
continuing work. It is an ongoing work. It is a lifelong process. It is a progressive process that 
continues in a Christian's life.

In this verse “metamorphoo" is in the present tense, we are being changed. This indicates that 
this transformation is an ongoing process which will not be complete until we see Jesus. 

This transformation process begins at salvation but does not stop at salvation. The very 
moment we are saved in Christ we are also immediately sanctified and begin the process of being 
conformed to the image of Christ. 

Notice the word “from glory to glory”. The idea is that we are being changed from one degree of 
glory to another degree of the glory of the Lord. This means that sanctification does not happen 
overnight. This is a process; a lifelong process that will never be complete until we see Jesus. 
This work of sanctification never ceases in the believer until finally God brings us home to glory.

Who is transforming us?  
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
Who does the sanctifying? It is by the Holy Spirit that we are being changed from glory to 
glory! It is supernatural process that He is working in your life to make you like Christ. Oh, how 
important the Holy Spirit and His ministry in our lives. We cannot transform ourselves any 
more than we could save ourselves. This work of transformation really is work of Holy Spirit 
in us. It happens by the Spirit of the Lord, not by the will or effort of man. Only through His 
power that we can become more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.

How is He transforming us? 
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
How is He sanctifying us? This is not just “let go and let God” mentality. We don’t just sit and 
relax and wait this to happen. We do have responsibility and our responsibility is 
continually “behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus”. 

There is a transforming power in the beholding of glory of Jesus Christ. As you behold you will 
become. And the devil knows that …



2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4: In whom the god of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5: For we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 6: For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The devil knows what you behold you will eventually become, and that is why he is blinding 
men and women, boys and girls from seeing and beholding the glory of God in the face of Jesus. 

We have a responsibility to continually “behold God's glory”, which is most clearly revealed 
in His Word of Truth. As we take in His Word and live out His Word.

The Holy Spirit does the sanctifying but we do the beholding! The Holy Spirit will not behold 
Jesus Christ for us. We have to do the beholding of the glory of Christ through His Word. 

The work of sanctification is constantly and continuously being carried out by the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of all believers. 

Alan Cairns puts it this way,  
“As soon as the Holy Spirit breathes life into a man, this work of sanctifying begins and it 
continues endlessly throughout that man’s life. And the Holy Spirit in continuing it endlessly uses 
every conceivable sets circumstances. He uses the mountain top experience; He uses the valley 
experience; He uses our days of joy; He uses our times of suffering and our affliction in order to 
make us more holy This a work that is going on continually day by day and moment by moment.” 

The work of the Holy Spirit making us like Christ reflecting His glory is an extensive work, 
a comprehensive work and a progressive work. 

Closing Thoughts 
Are you beholding Christ? To be changed into the likeness of Jesus there must looking and 
seeing the beauty and glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

How is this practically done? It is by continually and consistently exposing yourself to the Word 
of God? It is through the Word that Jesus Christ is revealed to us. 
John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me.

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18: As thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19: And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

How diligent are you in reading, memorizing, meditating, studying, applying God’s truth in your 
life? This is the way to put yourself in a place where you can be transformed by the Sprit. The 



question is, Are you putting yourself in the place where the Spirit can transform you? Are 
you beholding Christ? 

Turn your eyes on Jesus! The more you turn your eyes on Jesus, the more you focus on Him, you 
will discover the things of the earth will become strangely more and more meaningless; and you 
will be made more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.  

O soul, are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at the Savior, 
And life more abundant and free! 

His Word shall not fail you—He promised; 
Believe Him, and all will be well: 
Then go to a world that is dying, 

His perfect salvation to tell! 

Refrain: 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

AMEN!


